


13 RESULTS INTERPRETATION
The test is composed of 2 lines:

14 FOUND A POSITIVE?
If you get a positive result indicating the presence of Legionella pneumophila sg 1 then the levels 
of Legionella bacteria may be hazardous to your health. We recommend you do not use the 
source of the sample until action has been taken. Seek advice from a water safety specialist, 
clean the water source as per manufacturer's instructions or alert the relevant person. 
The decision and actions taken are at your own discretion. We cannot accept any responsibility 
for the action taken and any ongoing risk.

Limit of detection: The minimum detection level of the (HydroHawk Legionella) test is 200 cfu (colony forming 
units) per swabbed area for Legionella pneumophila serogroup 1 as demonstrated by laboratory analysis using 
reference material lenticules.
This test is suitable for use on domestic water systems. 
As with any microbiological water test, a negative result does not mean that the water system is completely free 
of the risks associated with Legionella bacteria. Test does not differentiate between viable and non-viable 
bacteria but can detect dangerous viable but non culturable bacteria which cannot be detected by lab culture. 
This test is a screening test for Legionella pneumophila sg1 bacteria and cannot be used to determine if water is 
safe or unsafe for drinking.
The test does not cross react with a wide range of environmental bacteria or other Legionella species. Very high 
concentrations of Staphylococcus aureus (>2 x 10e8 cfu/ml) can cause a cross reaction and weak cross reactions 
can occur on the test line with very high concentrations of L. pneumophila serogroups 2-15. Presence of these 
bacteria at such concentrations would indicate poor water quality.

Storage info: Do not freeze. Store at room temperature. Use by expiry date shown on packaging. Do not use if 
the foil wrapper containing the test strip is damaged before use. 

Disposal guidelines: All items are single use only. Do not reuse any part of the test. Please dispose of all 
contents responsibly. Box and instruction leaflet can be recycled.
Hydrosense Ltd makes no warranties or representations regarding the performance of the products, or that the 
products are merchantable or fit for a particular purpose. Hydrosense expressly disclaims all other warranties 
and representations, express or implied, or which arise by operation of law or otherwise. No products supplied 
by Hydrosense Ltd are intended to be used for any medical diagnostic purposes and the products should not be 
relied upon as the only method of preventing any illness or infection. HYDROHAWK is a trademark of Hydrosense 
Limited, used worldwide and registered in the UK.
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After 25 minutes your test should look like one of these tests below:

T: Legionella pneumophila 
serogroup 1 (sg1) test line

2 faint blue lines.

NEGATIVE
If there is only a control 
line at the C position, 
then L. pneumophila sg1 
has not been detected.

POSITIVE
If there is a line at the 
T position, and a line 
at the C position, then 
L. pneumophila sg1 
has been detected. 

C: Control 
line

Any distinct line at the T position, no matter how faint, should be considered a positive result.

INVALID TESTS
If your test doesn’t have a line at the C position, or looks like any of these tests below after 
25 minutes then the result is invalid and we recommend carrying out another test.

Legionella pneumophila, is a waterborne bacterium, which can lead to potentially 
fatal respiratory diseases, such as Legionnaires’ disease or Pontiac fever.
1https://bit.ly/455JfJe  2https://bit.ly/4bZVnPc   3https://bit.ly/3SgXAPb

LEGIONELLA PNEUMOPHILA 
SEROGROUP 1 IS PROVEN TO 
BE THE CAUSE OF THE VAST 
MAJORITY OF OUTBREAKS1

LEGIONELLA PNEUMOPHILA 
DEATH RATE FOR 

COMMUNITY-ACQUIRED 
INFECTION3

OPTIMUM LEGIONELLA 
GROWTH RANGE, MAKING THE 
HUMAN CORE TEMPERATURE 

OF 37°C IDEAL FOR INFECTION2

90%+ 10%20°C-45°C


